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On Jan. 30, Catholic Bishop Edmundo Abastoflor told reporters that the Bolivian Labor Central
(Central Obrera Boliviana-COB) and government officials had reached a "definitive" agreement
on wages and privatization procedures, among other things. Abastoflor, member of the Bolivian
Bishops Conference, participated in the week-long talks in the capacity of mediator. (See Chronicle
01/30/92 for previous coverage.) Abastoflor said the agreement "guarantees social peace" after a
month of public demonstrations, work stoppages, and a hunger strike staged by 300 COB leaders in
La Paz and other cities. Labor Minister Oscar Zamora said the government has recognized the need
to raise the minimum wage (120 bolivianos, equivalent to US$32 per month). The accord was signed
by Zamora, Interior Minister Carlos Saavedra, and COB executive secretary Victor Lopez Arias.
According to the Agence France-Presse, the agreement included suspension of certain agricultural
taxes, and of military intervention in coca production areas. On Jan. 29, the COB leadership said that
while terms of the accord were acceptable, the federation will maintain "a permanent state of alert"
in order to ensure government fulfillment of commitments. Government officials have called for a
10% increase in public employee wages and salaries. The figure is intended as a benchmark for the
private sector. The COB asserts that 10% is too low, given 15.82% consumer price level inflation in
1991. (Basic data from Agence France-Presse, 01/30/92)
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